Chapter 1. Basic Principles

1-1 Background of the Guidelines I

Explanation I

@ Traffic Accidents in Hokkaido
In Hokkaido, the population is widely dispersed and freeways are underdeveloped. Transportation of

people and goods relies heavily on national highways. Drivers tend to speed on national highways in rural
areas, which are often undivided two-lane roads. Accidents on such roads tend to be fatal. Most of the traffic
fatalities in rural Hokkaido are from head-on collisions and run-off-the road accidents. In Hokkaido, 20% of

traffic fatalities are from head-on collisions, a percentage that is almost twice that for the rest of Japan.
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Figure 1-1: Fatalities by accident type: Hokkaido vs. the rest of Japan
Numbers are fatal accidents



