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Toward Realization of Drive Tourism ITS
- Development the e-Route Concept -

Yasuhiko KAJIYA™  Yuji YAMAGIWA™!

Civil Engineering Research Institute of Hokkaido ™"

Recently, Hokkaido has been attracting driving tourists from all over Japan. In light of this trend, the Civil
Engineering Research Institute of Hokkaido conducted an experiment on a drive tourism ITS in summer 2002. During
this experiment, called the Niseko-Yotei-Toya e-Route Experiment, information on roads, weather, and characteristic
tourism of the area was made available to the mobile phones of tourists by e-mail or via the Internet. The organization
in charge of the experiment is the Niseko-Yotei-Toya e-Route Experiment Committee, whose principal member is the
Civil Engineering Research Institute of Hokkaido. Other members are the Hokkaido Development Bureau, local
administrations, the abovementioned 15 municipalities, and 11 joint research organizations selected by the Institute via
a public solicitation.

In the four-and-half-month-experiment, 2,000 monitors participated. The results indicated that the proper
provision of real-time road, weather, regional, and tourist information to driving tourists can help to promote driving
tourism and increasing tourists, development of an attractive region. It was also confirmed that the XML technology
which it made use of in the experiment was very effective in construction of the efficient information system for
information collection, compilation, and provision.
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