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RBRERSHOERRIE. WEHRBRAARICKDIGBEEEZEHDUIFUIIFHELET AL The driving environment in snowy cold regions is severe, because traffic problems
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SUTc. €l scales; however, their performance 1s limited at extreme intensities of snowstorm.

FEKF— L ClEERL20EE LD RS4/I\— D35BT OB ETIET D Since FY 2008, the Snow and Ice Reserch Team of CERI has been conducting

in recent years, blowing-snow-related disasters have often occurred in areas where

Measures against blowing-snow-related disasters are classified into two types;
those that use snow-control facilities such as snow fences and snowbreak woods

effective in mitigating damage from blowing-snow-related disasters of certain

experimental provision of "Information on Visibility During Blowing Snow" for

£, the Hokkaido area, to support drivers in their driving-related decision-making.
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Blowing-Snow Visibility Information Portal
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Visibility information
Poor visibility is classified into
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The "Information on Visibility During Blowing-snow" website was launched in FY 2008. In
FY 2012 the site was renewed as the "Portal for Information on Visibility During Blowing
Snow". Visibility forecast information was added, and improved content and expressions that
prompt safer driving behavior were incorporated in the new site.

five levels that are expressed in
five colors. The level of poor
visibility for each municipality is
shown on the map with coloring
that indicates the level of poor
visibility. In addition to the
visibility levels, the site provides A
24-hour forecast information. f -
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Time & Distance
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Weather warnings and
advisories
The site has the latest information
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Road closure information

) D

E i

I UEERFFES

g | EELggkd| Winterdition tBEOHBERESRASAL i EOER Q4qhEY—F PEBIRM GAFE  DIAERHE (0] itBEOERERRARAYAH j worEs Quabay—3 W/S70ot RERE  DIKERRBIR 0]
4 - N 3 \ ey 1
T J fkoEFe = - EDEFE e sl
B gy nemen TSI ) TEORITER) » 5o @ETEITTY ¢ H IESTTeT ) TR ) DR R) rsnt
e —— ﬁ!l@msmaﬁm(ﬁw . Lo - F—— l © fodE R | ©toEr mAnE enem O |
HEDIEF EHOVE > BRBES BT > 1R LD EHOME > SR
B a4 4R | - B
HLLEFhEborc TIERERERR RELOEHRMNEIZIHE!
Emh =
FEEH "l
TEE HhAER |
SREEEOHR
= FIRTS o FIRELAL e
@ 03,22 20.00--03,/23 06:00 B || FrR 18 EEARdbIC~—ZFRIIC BT (T ) :
?%g%%%h?ﬁﬁggﬁ%@ﬁ %) 03/22 200003723 0600 1811585 o I i e P e B o wn  |EH %
+ BSREE R ] S B
g doy mEw| TR | _
OBT - NTEER ol 2 (VB = | monsoom | % 0 | 8
¢ IRFEL \ 2000 £F @ FEIeE e — T 2 e
v FRFAEEL ¢ 200~ 1000m O TEUERI 20 P EERE 22— (ARARF) ﬂ.jrl_i;;ﬁ nic:";: ALIRTS E;E o TLEDD) = ;gﬁ%ﬁggtﬁ@bx a3 | 1
¢ HEFREIT 1000m Ll gy | TCBEROSAEERL TS & 5 e B )
PIFRICERITHY  roza | b AR TR .
B EEY WEREE e me | A "
)| ons amma wes 0 g | MR RE DR e s :
e 52 LEa] OBV 200m 55
tma = R ERE CELECE-LY Ipwdlidiics
e SET Winter Road AT 200 ~ 1000m
ke OMREH 1000m LLE L BE s B0 DEITR | g [BFTTSETNEMS ;
— ; = EiE &4 £ |doom—20my | T |TLET.
_—-'I m I\ s o
| BRER | = o w‘é LR VBT e B8 BLUBRISE || EEIRULITT, 0560 B 3 -y \
006 o 1600 SO0 b TEiE B4 TEE | (Q00mEdE) | |STEHEA DS, I~ X
B @mﬁmwr 173KM 019 HS- REiEm £k
[ [ [
o wm B oziam Blowing-snow information posted by
OF 3T
{ 05KM 001 — —~ o 0
E OB : 9 “ citizens
B ¢ The site provides information on blowing snow that
is posted by citizens.
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Search for driving distance and time on winter roads
Driving time 1s output based on the distance from the origin to the

Regional Development Bureau.

FeEE R IR T LIRSS : . : t . . o eq eqe .
T destination and on winter road conditions including visibility. It is

JARTHT Bl mim e e —

possible to make searches for different visibility levels.
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The effect of information provision on the "Portal for Information on Visibility During Blowing Snow"
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From March 2 to 3, 2013, when blowing-snow disasters occurred mainly
in eastern Hokkaido, the website had about 5,000 visits; from March 9
to 10, when snowstorms occurred throughout Hokkaido, the website had
nearly 6,000 visits. As the number of hits increased at times of bad
weather, 1t 1s understood that the users of the site utilize the Portal for
Information on Visibility During Blowing Snow. In a questionnaire

survey conducted after the start of forecast information provision, 72%
of respondents evaluated the forecast information highly.
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It was not very useful.

72%
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Daily number of visits to the Portal for Information ATHEROBREICBEETA7 >V r—MIE
on Visibility During Blowing Snow Survey: "How useful was the forecast
(February 1 to March 31, 2013) information?"
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Safe, pleasant driving on Northern Roads
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