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With a reorganization that took effect on April 1, 2006, Civil Engineering Research Institute of Hokkaido was
renamed Public Works Research Institute, Civil Engineering Research Institute for Cold Region (CERI).

The Cold-Region Road Engineering Research Group of CERI 1s based in Hokkaido and has conducted research
on safe, efficient winter roads that are pleasant to drive on, and maintenance of pavement in cold regions.
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The Cold-Region Road Engineering Research Group consists of three teams and the Scenic Landscape Research Unit. Each team 1s described below.
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Traffic Engineering Research Team: Snow and Ice Research Team: Road Maintenance Research Team:
To secure safety and comfortable road traffic in snowy To reduce disasters and accidents resulted from snow and To construct and maintenance roads which are resistance
and cold regions, the team has researched efficient and ice, the team has researched performance evaluation of to snow and cold, the team has researched improvement
effective winter road management, countermeasures for snow control facilities, poor visibility countermeasures, of pavement strength in cold regions, reduction of
traffic incidents in cold regions, and the like. and the like. lifecycle cost, and the like.
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Friction measurement on a winter road surface Observation of snow fences to evaluate their performance Evaluation of pavement strength by Falling Weight Deflectometer
(FWD) test
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Experimental Facilities More Information
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The group has used Tomakomai Winter Test Track (2,700 m) in Hokkaido, for Our website "Northern Road Research" (http://www2.ceri.go.jp/jpn/) provides
research on measures against icy roads, development of cold-region pavements, and research papers and technical data. The e-mail newsletter "Northern Road Research
the like. At the Blowing Snow Test Field in Ishikari, which is owned by CERI, the News" is 1ssued monthly to inform current topics.
group has researched measures against blowing snow. It has conducted onsite research In addition, CERI has held lectures and
using a test vehicle to examine skidding on icy road surfaces, a visibility measurement seminars and has been called in for
vehicle, FWD survey equipment, and other test or survey equipment owned by CERI. technical consultations.
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Winter Test Track Visibility measurement vehicle Seminar on roads in cold regions "Northern Road Research" website
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