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Outline of The Ishikari Blowing-Snow Test Field
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The Ishikari Blowing-Snow Test Field is about 17 km north of downtown Sapporo. The test
field was constructed on a dry riverbed at the lower reaches of the Ishikari River. This area
frequently has strong northwesterly winds in winter. Its frequency of snowstorm occurrence 1s
among the highest in Hokkaido. The natural conditions of the test field enable tests, including
those on driving in snowstorm or poor visibility, that are difficult on roads in service.
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Outline of the test course
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- Main course : two temporarily divided lanes

- Course length : L=800 m

- Road section lengths : straight section L=300 m
curved section L=500 m
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Curve radius

- Road width : W=15 m
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Experimental Facilities Experiments at the Test Field
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The following experiment and observation facilities are at the field. At the field, we have developed and tested snowstorm countermeasure facilities such as
- Weather station (aerovane, precipitation meter, visibility meter, snow depth meter) snow fences, visual guidance systems and so on. Also, we have tested behavior of
- ITV camera - Road lighting - Time lapse video recorder - Road information board drivers under severe road conditions, such as in poor visibility.

- Light-emitting delineator - Fixed pole with arrow-shaped pointer
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Visibility meter
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Left top: Evaluation test of
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Road facilities installed along the straight section Right bottom: Test on improved snow fence
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Safe, pleasant driving on Northern Roads



