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The Shiribeshi e-Route Experiment
- Public Private Partnership in Gathering and Providing Winter Road Information-
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In winter 2004 and 2005, the Shiribeshi e-Route experiment was conducted in Shiribeshi
Subprefecture of Hokkaido perfecture. In the experiment, traffic control information from road
administrators was provided to road users. In addition, weather, road surface conditions, road
images, and other comments on road conditions were provided. Volunteers who work at tourist
information offices and other local people entered this information on a host server via Internet.
This experiment clarified the following: 1) The residents in the region are willing to cooperate in
making winter driving safer and more convenient; 2) providing public information from the road
administrator and meteorological agency together with detailed information input by local
residents is effective in improving safety and the sense of security; 3) Public private partnership

for gathering and providing winter road information can work well.
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