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The Civil Engineering Research Institute of Hokkaido (CERI), as part of a joint research group, has been
developing Road Web Markup Language (RWML), which is based on Extensible Markup Language, or XML, a
next-generation Internet markup language. Also, we have been researching on technologies for using information in
the advanced information and telecommunications society.

In summer 2002, we conducted an experiment on a regional ITS in the Niseko, Yotei and Toya areas of
Hokkaido as a field information provision experiment using RWML. During this experiment, called the
Niseko-Yotei-Toya e-Route Experiment, information on roads, weather, and tourism was transmitted to cellular
phones of auto tourists.  The information also was provided via web page and e-mail.

In the four-and-half-month-experiment, 2,000 monitors participated. The results indicated that the proper
provision of real-time road, weather, regional, and tourist information to auto tourists can help to promote auto
tourism and increasing tourists, development of an attractive region. It was also confirmed that the XML
technology which it made use of in the experiment was very effective in construction of the efficient information
system for information collection, compilation, and provision.
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